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Transitions
by Pastor Torrey Robinson

He’s dead!” What shocking words!
Depending on our relationship, those
words can range from being a little sad to
totally devastating. I’ll never forget being awakened by the ringing of our phone in the predawn hours on a Saturday morning four years
ago. I had been sound asleep when the phone
rang. The voice on the other end was someone
I didn’t know, calling to tell me that my dad had
died during the night. Although my dad’s health
had been declining for several years, I was
shocked by this news that morning. I had just
been with my dad on Wednesday. Suddenly,
three days later a voice on the phone told me he
was dead.
When I read the opening words of the book
of Joshua, I have a good idea of how Joshua
felt. We don’t know how this news came to
Joshua. We don’t know if it was a direct word
from God or a word spoken through a prophet.
But Joshua is startled by a call, not a phone call,
but a call from God. “Moses my servant is
dead.”
Like me, I suspect that while Joshua was a
bit shocked by the news, he had also been anticipating that call. Moses was no spring
chicken. He had outlived all but one of his
peers. Moses had groomed Joshua for this moment, but now Moses was gone. Joshua must
have wondered if he was capable of leading
God’s people. From God’s repeated encouragement to be strong and courageous, it is apparent
that Joshua had his doubts. Moses left big sandals to fill. Joshua must have felt like a toddler
trying to walk in his father’s shoes.
The Bible is full of transitional moments because life is full of transitions. One generation
passes the baton to another. One day gives way
to a new day. Sometimes a bright new day,
dawns. Other times, the sky is obscured with
clouds as the sun begins to rise.
As our church moves from the summer to

Summer 2021

the Fall of 2021, we face a cloudy new day. We
can praise God that the COVID-19 pandemic is
largely a thing of the past. But now a new
variant COVID pandemic looms. What will
happen as our kids go back to school? What will
happen as the colder weather necessitates that
we spend more time indoors? It has been so
refreshing to gather together in person for
worship. It is exciting to have plans for the
re-start of our Sunday children’s ministries at
FBC. What will happen in the next chapter of
the COVID pandemic?
This past year has certainly proved challenging for Art and Terry Baulch, the faithful
editors of this newsletter. As I write this introductory article to the first issue of our Bright
and Morningstar newsletter in 2021, Art continues to recover from a brain tumor that was
removed last fall. We praise God, even as we
pray, for Art’s continued recovery.
Like the Baulches, this fall is a time of transition for all of us. We recognize the transition
for our church. It is likely we will never return
to church “as normal”. But what will the “new
normal” be? Each of us is emerging from our
isolation and separation to better appreciate the
relationships and the ministry we share together
as a church family. During the Fall, our sermon
and small group series entitled “Now What?”
will focus on where we go from here.
But transitional times can lead to brighter
tomorrows. The sad news of God to Joshua in
the opening verses of the Book of Joshua led to
the exciting conquest of the promised land.
Likewise, in this time of transition for our
church, we have reason to face the future with
hope. That is why this fall 2021 edition of the
Bright and Morningstar newsletter explores the
love, care and future of FBC Tarrytown. As you
read the various articles, may you will be encouraged by God’s faithfulness and trust God
for the next chapter in our story with God.H

Testimony of God’s Goodness; Isaiah 54:17
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by Brian Burnette

My name is Brian Burnette and Pastor Torrey has asked me
to give a brief account of what this passage, Isaiah 54:17
means to me personally.

Isaiah 54:17 NIV
“No weapon forged against you will prevail, and you will
refute every tongue that accuses you. This is the heritage of
the servants of the LORD, and this is their vindication from
me,” declares the LORD.

up negative thoughts; however, we know that this is the work
of our adversary.
I asked the Lord to provide me with guidance, strength
and wisdom to overcome this ailment. So, I kept repeating
this verse “No weapon formed against me shall prosper.”
When I hear this verse, I envision being adorned in body
armor, being prepared for the daily battles with our adversary,
and knowing that I will be protected. A
sense of calm then overwhelmed me, and it
felt as though I had been given reassurance
that eventually, all would be okay.
In life, we all struggle with our respective trials and tribulations, and as we
are being tested, we are building resilience,
as God never gives us more than we can
handle.
He does not promise us that we will not have challenges,
set-backs, or even suffering, only that it will not endure forever!
I can surely attest to the fact that “No weapon formed
against me, shall proper” as the Lord has provided the utmost
in healing for all of my conditions and always bestows blessings upon all of his children. Glory be to God!
Thank you and God Bless you all.H

He does not promise us
that we will not have
challenges, set-backs,
or even suffering, only that
it will not endure forever!

So many of you know that a few years
ago I was dealing with a multitude of health
issues, from cardiovascular atrial fibrillation, to two major surgeries within a sixmonth time-frame, and, in this instance, an
inflammatory infection in my right leg
called cellulitis.
I went to see my physician as my leg was severely
swollen. He took one look, and immediately admitted me to
the Phelps ER. I was hospitalized for many weeks with this
inflammatory infection, which made it difficult to get out of
bed and put any pressure on my leg, or even put on socks.
I remember laying in the hospital bed, just wondering if
I would ever be able to walk properly again, because it didn’t
seem that I was making adequate progress throughout the
weeks. When in solitude, one’s mind seems to always conjure

A Lesson from the Psalms
by Mindi Blakey

Psalm 127:4
Like arrows in the
hand of a warrior,
so are the children
of one’s youth.

Why? I think because this illustration is
using a topic/object, I can get the connection. Growing up in a family of hunters, I
saw my Dad, uncles, grandfathers, and sister do archery. I never personally
hunted/did archery, but I knew one
couldn’t just go pick a twig, add a stone,
and slit the end…then shoot it, expecting
it to hit the mark.

What it has meant for me?
• Arrow/Child: An archer inspects the
arrows and feathers, because even a slight
bend or crumple would affect the shot. It
takes work, and honing and care to get an
arrow right. This is just like raising kids.
You can’t just let them go out into the
world and expect that their trajectory is
true. You must train and discipline your
kids.

• Warrior+Bow/Parent: An archer also
carefully stores and cares for the bow and
himself. Tightening and carefully putting
in the “string”. Waxing it. They practice
and build up their arm strength, becoming
familiar with the bow’s pull. As parents we
must build up our strength in God’s Word.
We must be aware of our shortcomings
and let God fine tune us.
• Wind/Culture: In archery, one must
be aware of the way the wind is blowing.
In parenting, we must be aware of the
ways of the world. We must be able to
equip them to face the battles in the secular
culture, so that they will stay on course and
true to the Word.H

G

Thoughts on Jeremiah 29:11
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by Ronnie Stern

“For I know the plans I have for
you, declares the Lord, plans to
prosper you and not to harm you,
plans to give you a hope
and a future.”

I

od promised to restore Israel and that they would return to Israel from Babylon; Many Jews will come
to faith in the future, Zechariah 12:10. God has eliminated the dividing wall Ephesians 2:14 as far as Psalm 133.
How good and pleasant it is to dwell together in unity.
God appears to give us the result in the beginning of the
Psalm then describes it and then gives us the reason why. God
commands “Life Forever”.H

Gardening Lessons
by Ken Ocheltree

n a June Bellpost, I reflected on our Clematis flowering
vines. While they had beautiful flowers and looked like
they were thriving, glancing down we noticed that each
of the vines was dying from the bottom up, with the lower
leaves withering as the beautiful flowers graced the tops.
Upon further examination, it was evident that the vines were
dried and broken, and the beautiful flowers destined to slowly
fade as a casualty of
“Clematis Wilt” fungus.
The cure to Clematis
Wilt is as drastic as the
fungus, any vine that
shows any wilted leaves
must be cut down and
thrown away completely, so that it will not
infect any of the other
still attached vines with
fungus spores and destine them to a similar fate.
The spiritual analogy became evident, no matter how
beautiful the flowers look, if there are not connections to the
nurturing roots, they will become as dead as a Norwegian
Blue Parrot.
Jesus expressed this need for connection to God more
seriously in John 15: “I am the vine; you are the branches.
If you remain in me and I in you, you will bear much fruit;
apart from me you can do nothing. If you do not remain in
me, you are like a branch that is thrown away and withers;
such branches are picked up, thrown into the fire and burned.
If you remain in me and my words remain in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. This is to my Father’s glory, that you bear much fruit, showing yourselves to
be my disciples.”
How do we maintain our connections to Jesus in the midst
of social distancing and pandemicmonium? We keep our connections to the vine by living faith trusting in Jesus, by communing with Him in prayer and by soaking in God’s word to
nourish our roots. Fellowship with others in Christ prods us
to reach towards the sun to strengthen our nourishment and
fruits.
A month later, after having cut all of the withered vines
to the ground, leaving only the healthy stalks, we now have
thriving nourishing vines with beautiful flowers on one side

of the arbor and flowerless
vines on the other. While we
may revel in having kept a pair
of plants from dying, God has
given us other reminders of
who maintains the garden.
Over the years, Debbie and
I have purchased butterfly
bushes to plant in our garden
at one ideal spot next to a stone
wall. Year after year, they
would appear to be thriving
over the summer, only to end
the winter as a spindly stalk
with no emerging spring
growth. They would die just
like the one before.
A couple of years ago,
Debbie purchased another
plant just like the others, even the same variety, a deep purple
Black Night butterfly bush. After removing the vestiges of
the previous plant from the ground and placing this new plant
in the raised area next to the wall, we expected the same
growth and longevity from this plant. As the winter came to
a close this year, rather than sparse stalks, this plant thrust up
dozens of branches towards the sun. As I cut the branches as
they rose past six feet high, in a few days where there was
one branch there would now be two, going off in different directions. Each end of each branch was now capped with three
growths of blossoms pointing off in perpendicular directions.
At eight feet high and festooned with blossoms, it is a
picture-perfect plant.
We would have liked to think that we provided the perfect
conditions and care for this plant, but we treated it with the
same care as with the others, which wilted and withered. So
can we boast about this plant which has grown so beautifully?
God in His subtle ways was reminding us of his sovereignty
and care over even our little garden.H
“For by him all things were created, in heaven and on
earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or
rulers or authorities—all things were created through him
and for him. And he is before all things, and in him all things
hold together.” Colossians 1:16-17

Time to Reconsider Our Focus
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The future seems kind of dubious
due to the COVID-19 epidemic.
People are saturated with uncertainty as a result
of this ferocious pandemic.
The world was suddenly put on lockdown.
This sure did put an end to all our distractions.
It’s time for us to reconsider our focus
and take into account our thoughts and actions.
Though it’s hard to comprehend this fully
There is something we must all bear in mind.

T

by Olga I. Seda

God allows things to happen to fulfill His purpose
out of His love and mercy for humankind.
In our finite mind we cannot help to wonder
why would God allow such a thing to take place.
All He wants is to have fellowship with His Creation
by turning to Himself the hearts of the human race.

It’s unknown to us when the virus first arrived.
Neither it is known how long it would stay.
Nonetheless, we must trust Him who is in control
as we bow down to Jesus on our knees and pray.H

A Great VBS Once Again
by Steve Armstrong

his year marked
my twentieth VBS
on staff at FBC. I
started out running rec
for a few years before
transitioning into a coordinating role. All of the
people working with me
this year have also done a
bunch of VBSs, too.
Even Jacob Lange and Maria Gaspar, two college-aged folks,
are VBS veterans. I’m not saying we could run VBS in our
sleep or anything of the sort. No, there’s nothing automatic
about VBS. To make camp work its best, all the staff and volunteers have to show up and engage. But knowing you have
a team of people behind you who know what they’re doing
is a tremendous assurance.
Despite the deep pool of experience our team brought to
VBS, this year presented unique challenges. It was our first
VBS in person since 2019, due to the pandemic. With an
uptick in the Delta Variant across the country and in New
York, we had to do VBS very differently. Gone were the large
group openings and closings in the sanctuary. Snack was conspicuously absent, too. Camp was smaller, as we limited enrollment to only 50. Kids had to wear masks inside and
parents had to fill out daily waivers. Though some of these
changes made VBS simpler, would it still be fun? And would
kids have the opportunity to encounter Jesus there?
Our awesome team of volunteers was committed to answer those questions in the affirmative. Jen Kang and Sue
Chuang ran Imagination Station, a place where kids did
hands-on activities and crafts to reinforce the Bible point.
They practiced Bible verses, handing out candy to any kid
who remembered the day’s verse. Jacob Lange and Maria
Gaspar ran rec, where kids had a chance to burn off some of
their energy in fun and exciting ways. Jashon Sample and
Becky McGovern led music in the sanctuary, which also

helped to reinforce
the lesson of the day.
Last but not least
was Bible Time, led
by Pastor Torrey,
Lynn Lange, Regina
Mignogna, Debbie
Ocheltree, and Ronnie Stern. Infused
with creativity and
imagination, this team of people brought the Bible stories to
life - including the death and resurrection of Jesus.
I also have to give a shout-out to my counselors. We had
a team of 25 middle and high school students (plus one college kid - thanks for coming back Allie!). Honestly, as a
group they didn’t have a ton of experience, so I was a little
concerned they wouldn’t come through. But all those concerns were for naught! The counselors did a great job and
were a pleasure to work with.
I’m beyond grateful for the work of this dedicated bunch.
They worked so well with one another and with the kids.
Their skill and effort made running the camp much easier for
me. My biggest problem was tracking down parents to fill
out waivers every day. And if that’s your biggest problem at
VBS, you had yourself a pretty good year! To this day, I don’t
know of anyone contracting COVID at camp, which is definitely an answer to prayer!
VBS ended with a mini concert on the lawn by the parking lot, where campers sang and danced to their favorite song
of the week. Did they have fun? Judging by the smiles on
their faces and the way they interacted with us, I definitely
think so. Overall, they got a healthy dose of normalcy in a
very abnormal year. Most importantly, the kids were reminded that just because they’re living in the middle of a pandemic, God still loves them and is there for him. And so is
His church!H
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