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FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH, TARRYTOWN, NY

Reflecting on A Quarter Century
by Pastor Torrey Robinson

suppose every writer experiences
writer’s block – you sit down to
write, usually with a deadline, and
nothing seems to come… NOTHING!
As editors of the Bright and Morning
Star newsletter for nearly 30 years, Art
and Terry can attest that I’ve had
writer’s block before. They’ve held the
presses more than once, waiting for an
article from me. Speaking of Art and
Terry, if there were a record, they
would hold it for the longest serving
ministry leaders. Art and Terry were
writing The Bright
and Morning Star
before I came to
FBC and it was
their idea to put together this final
edition to commemorate
my
years as senior
pastor. Art, Terry,
and in more recent
years, Christina,
what a blessing
you have been to
our church. We thank God
for you!
Even so, as I endeavor
to write my FINAL Bright
and
Morning
Star
Newsletter article, my
cramps
are
quite severe.
What do I
write? Reflecting on a quarter
century of ministry at FBC
would be too
long and my
memory is too
short. I can’t
possibly thank
everyone in our
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church family for
putting up with me.
Besides, that won’t
hold anyone’s interest. I am free to write
about anything. But
what? In an effort to
break the logjam of
my writer’s cramp,
please indulge a few
random reflections
about the people
with whom I’ve
worked
most
closely.
Steve Armstrong It almost surprises
me to recognize
that the person with
whom I’ve worked
most closely for the
past two decades, is
our Associate Pastor, Steve.
When Steve
came
on
staff, twenty
years ago, he
was still wet
behind the
ears. He was
perhaps
a
year, maybe
two, out of
college. In
fact, Steve
came
to
FBC, not as a pastor, but
as a parishioner. I was
part of the search committee that called Pastor
Steve. We cast a wide net
in our search for a gifted
and spiritually dedicated
youth pastor. Quite

cont’d.on page 8
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by Robert and Jennifer Polimeno

orrey is a pillar of wisdom and has the gift of encouragement. Sue is the embodiment of compassion and
has a keen sense of humor. Together, they are perfect
examples of appreciation, humility, and grace. They are the
hands and feet of the Lord. In ways both large (leading mission trips) and small (thoughtful cards in the mail), seen
(being ministry leaders) and unseen (supervising the disbursement of the benevolent fund, shoveling snow, and jumping dead car batteries), they use their giftedness from God to
serve others. No one's immediate need is ever overlooked by
them.
Torrey and Sue serve in a way commanded by Jesus in
the Sermon on the Mount (Matthew 6:1-6) with pure hearts
and pure motives and not to be seen by others. Torrey and
Sue have run the race, run it well, and are sprinting to the finish line. They have been deliberate, caring, and intentional
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Some Good Memories
by Rita Pulsoni

would like to thank Pastor Torrey and Sue for encouraging me to have faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. When I was
sick, Pastor Torrey and Sue came to visit me in the hospital, and they said prayers so that I can get better. I also remembered when Pastor Torrey played with my guide dog
Gus on the floor on his hands and knees. I never had a Pastor
or a priest play with my guide dog off harness. I remember
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shepherding the church through the pastoral transition. We
are interested and excited to see how God will use them next.
Torrey and Sue have had a direct hand in helping our family grow in our faith and grow closer to the people God desires us to be. Torrey speaks often of a “Life Verse.” Here is
Rob’s from Psalm 127:1 (NIV) “Unless the Lord builds the
house, the builders labor in vain. Unless the Lord watches
over the city, the guards stand watch in vain.” The Lord has
certainly used Torrey and Sue to build and watch over the
house that is First Baptist Church of Tarrytown for the past
25 years. “We are the Church Together” just will not be the
same without them.
The bad news is this: we will not see Torrey and Sue in
person on a weekly basis. The good news is this: they have
cell phones.H
the prayer groups that we had at Ed
Phillips’ house. When Sue gave a
birthday party at her home, I remembered the words of wisdom and little
gifts that she gave to the ladies.
So I have good memories of Pastor Torrey and Sue. They will always
be in my heart forever.
Thanks again.H

From Start to Finish
by Doug Morton, Elder

t was 1996 when the Search Committee started their work
to find a new pastor for FBC Tarrytown. It seemed like
such a daunting task at the time. E-mail had not yet matured into widespread usage so we depended primarily on
phone calls and “snail” mail. Our building had been reconstructed after a devastating fire 7 years prior, but the work
was faulty and incomplete. The roof was leaking, we had no
bathrooms, no kitchen, and only a sanctuary to meet in. In
addition, the leadership had been spending countless hours
and spending thousands of dollars on the litigation that had
developed between us and the construction company.
We worked closely with our regional association representative, Peter Mason. Week after week, the committee
meticulously reviewed applications. We felt uncomfortable
with most of the applicants and those candidates that seemed
to show promise, just did not pan out.
Several months into the process, we received a letter from
Alice Matthews who had been a co-host of the radio program,
“Discover the Word” together with Haddon Robinson and
Mart DeHaan. She introduced us to Haddon’s son Torrey and
urged us to consider him for pulpit supply or a potential candidate. I checked out this Torrey guy with Peter, who spoke
highly of him, but he did not think he would be interested in
pastoring at our church.

With that in mind, we invited Torrey to do some pulpit supply
but it did not take long for our committee to realize that Torrey would fit well into the vacant position. We prayed and
well, you know the rest of the story. God graciously brought
the litigation to an end prior to Torrey’s first day on the job.
And under Torrey’s leadership God has supplied us with more
space for ministry.
So much has transpired since. Images of fundraisers,
building projects, VBS, Mission trips, Senior Luncheons,
baptisms, weddings, funerals, barbeques, Christmas dinners,
Youth ministry, small groups and so much more pop into my
mind with memories that evoke a whole range of emotions.
And now, twenty-five years later, we are seeing the “Finish”
of that “Start.” It’s a finish in a phase of life for the Robinsons, and a finish for a phase in the life in the ongoing ministry of FBC.
But with every finish, we are challenged with a new beginning. Let’s pray that Torrey and Sue will be able to use
learned lessons from their experience here at FBC to go forward into a productive new chapter of their ministry. And
let’s pray that God will lead this congregation forward in ministry, cherishing the memories of where we have been with
the Robinsons, but excited about the future plans God has in
store for us.H

H

A Note from Sue
by Sue Robinson

ow can I say thank you enough for all the wonderful
relationships and memories forged over these last 25
years here at FBC? When Torrey and I arrived here
Carey and Carl were just 9 and 5, respectively. You welcomed a busy young family into your midst to ‘do life’ with
you. You gave us room to be real people, not just the ‘Pastor’s Family.’ You accepted our strengths and bore with our
weaknesses. You let our kids be themselves – and gave them
a place to see God’s love up close through His people and
gave them a place to learn how to serve – and the churches
they attend today are benefitting from your grace to them
early on.
As you all are well aware, I am not the perfect Pastor’s
wife. I have stumbled around a bit and made some mistakes
along the way. But you have allowed God to do His good
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work in me in His time and often encouraged me along the
way. When we came here, I truly thought I would be so much
wiser at this age than I seem to be. Ah well… growth into
eternity!
As you have done for us, so I pray you will do for the
next Pastor’s family:
• Pray regularly for them – for closeness to God and one
another.
• Encourage them – the position is a privilege, but more
challenging than you might know.
• Manage your expectations – they are going to have different personalities and giftedness from us. That’s a good
thing!
• Serve alongside them – they, and you, will be blessed.
And it will warm the heart of God.

Thanks for the Memories – 2021
by Claudia Thompson

am going to try and write a few words to convey my
heart-felt gratitude for Torrey and Sue over these 24 years,
although mere words will fall far short.
I met the Robinsons in late 1997 at my first FBC service.

I was seeking a church home and Jesus in my heart and was
very moved by the sermon that day. It felt as if God had given
Torrey that scripture and words just for me.
I spoke with Torrey, and he must have recognized my
deep desire and need for Jesus. Over the coming months, he
guided me with Bible teaching and patience to be baptized
in December 1998. Both he and Sue have continued to encourage, teach, and feed my hunger for knowledge and
growth in Christ ever since.
Shortly after Greg and I joined FBC as members, my
health struggles began. Our lives crumbled, and my faith
would be truly tested when I was diagnosed with breast
cancer, requiring surgery and radiation treatment. My
children may not like this next bit, but the first person we

called was Pastor Torrey for prayer. Praise God that we got
through that difficult challenge, and I am now cancer-free.
I also owe Torrey and Sue a huge debt of gratitude for encouraging me way past my comfort zone to go on the mission’s trip to Guatemala. This was the experience of my life.
I saw God’s hand working in so many lives and ways that
week, and it will never leave my heart.
One last memory: Torrey officiated our 40-year vow
renewal service in 1994 at FBC. Many of our church family
were present to help us celebrate this splendid day of love.
Over time, the Robinsons have stood by Greg and I through
life’s struggles and challenges with their steadfast friendship,
love, and support.
I fully expect that they will always be our friends,
mentors, and pastor.
Thanks for the memories.H

T

Some Vivid Memories
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by Tim Raymund

hough we’ve only been here for a little more than a
decade, there are so many things that come to mind
when I think of Torrey and Sue. I think of the puzzled
shock I felt the first time I experienced a first person sermon,
the good times at work days and cooking in the church
kitchen, and Torrey’s visit in the hospital just before I had
surgery in 2018. There is, though, something of an unusual
entanglement with Sue and Torrey in that our children wound
up getting married. Sue and Judi worked together to get Carl
and Joanna off to the high school prom not long after we
moved to Sleepy Hollow, and though it wasn’t always for
sure, the relationship steadily grew.
With respect to that special entanglement, I think of the
time Sue, Torrey, Judi and I traveled by Amtrak from Croton
to Rochester to be there when Carl asked Joanna to marry
him. It was in the thick of winter, cold with piles of snow.
After a long, surprisingly hot and uneventful train ride to

Not Just Another Day
at the Office

W

by Barbara Morton

orking with Torrey in the office made me realize
there is a side of him that not everyone gets to see.
Did you know he likes to listen to Christian music
when he prepares his sermons? Did you know he spends
hours each week counseling and encouraging people in his
office? Did you know he makes proofreading The FBC Bellpost an extremely serious endeavor? I’ve seen him jumpstart dead batteries for people using the parking lot. I’ve seen
him compassionately deal with folks at the door asking for
money. I’ve seen how he has taken seriously the biblical
mandate to honor his mother and father as their health deteriorated in their later years. I’ve NEVER seen him lose his
temper. I’ve NEVER seen him be rude. I’ve NEVER heard
him say a bad word about anyone.
Both Torrey and Sue are an example of Christianity in
action. They’ve been an illustration of hospitality by opening
their home for missionaries or hosting small groups. They
have modeled what it means to show gratefulness in all
things. They have been an exemplar of faithful dedicated
service to others. You might say that going to work was like
watching a Bible lesson come to life, not just another day at
the office.H

I thank my God
every time I
remember you.
Phil. 1:3

Rochester, we arrived, Carl pulled off a surprise visit rather
well, and there were some very nice pictures taken. What
sticks in my mind are the moments when Sue, Torrey, Judi
and I were sitting around in Joanna’s Rochester apartment
and got to talking about our own engagements, in some ways
ancient history, but still quite vivid for all of us. I won’t tell
tales out of school, but I will say that the stories of Sue and
Torrey’s early days together were something of a surprise,
and also very real and human. “Here are these two people,”
I thought, “fully aware of their own shortcomings, and yet so
boldly serving the Lord and our church body.” Good stuff,
and very encouraging to be sure, but also something of an
epiphany. Judi and I are so fortunate that God provided for
our children in ways we could not have imagined, and I’ll always be thankful for Torrey and Sue’s faithful lives, particularly in their life together, faithfully serving our Lord.H

Thanks

by Frank Pastore

The Apostle Paul began his letter to the church in Philippi
with a wonderful salutation: “Grace and peace to you from
God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.” (Phil. 1:2 ESV)
When I was invited to write a few words for this special
publication, I immediately said yes and then realized how
difficult it would be to adequately express my (and my family’s) gratitude for the two plus decades of Dr. Torrey and
Sue Robinson’s gracious care for the people of God. (My
family’s relationship with them began shortly after Torrey’s
installation at FBC Tarrytown.)
“I thank my God every time I remember you.” (Phil. 1:3
ESV) I thank God for the visit you made to Sharon’s mom’s
wake (before we had even been formally introduced), for
your investment in my life and ministry, for our friendship
and fellowship through many years and many miles, for the
way you have loved Sue and she has loved and served alongside you, for your sons and their families, for being faithful
to your call and diligent to “live a life worthy of the calling
you have received” (Eph. 4:1 ESV).
4
In all my prayers for all of you, I always pray with joy5
because of your partnership in the gospel... (Phil. 1:4-5a
ESV). It has been a joy to pray with and or you all: for your
ministry, your faith, your health, your love for Christ and His
church... And how could I put into words the joy of Gospel
partnership that has caused me to grow more passionately in
love with Christ and His Word and see lives transformed?
“But when the kindness and love of God our Savior appeared, 5 he saved us, not because of righteous things we had
done, but because of his mercy. He saved us through the
washing of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit, 6 whom
he poured out on us generously through Jesus Christ our Savior, 7 so that, having been justified by his grace, we might
become heirs having the hope of eternal life.” (Titus 3:4-7
ESV). Dear Torrey and Sue, “May the Lord bless you and
keep you as you continue to serve Him for His glory.”H
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With Love and Gratitude
by Brian, Bill and the Burnette Family

first met Torrey back in 2015 when my mother had gone
to be with the Lord, and I was in a bind searching for a
place to have her funeral. The Pastor at her church was
on vacation and I could not secure her church for services.
Greg Thompson advised that I should speak to Torrey, who
was ever so gracious in not only offering the church for the
funeral, but any other advice and services I required.
I was totally amazed, in just after meeting Torrey, how
courteous, sympathetic and compassionate he was to a total
stranger. Soon thereafter I met Sue who offered her assistance in preparations as well, even though she was also dealing with a family tragedy of her own. At this point, I felt
reassured and a huge weight had been lifted off of my shoulders. The service went smoothly, and I will never forget the
loving care provided to me and my family by the Robinson’s
and also FBC as well. We are so grateful for meeting them
and they are truly considered our extended family. I’m sure
this was divine intervention.
I have learned so many life lessons and have grown
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immensely in a spiritual capacity under their tutelage. Sue
always has a warm, gentle and caring smile and a great sense
of humor. Torrey is thoughtful and considerate, and they always send a handwritten birthday card each year! He provides words of wisdom and for many sermons, it seems as
though he is looking and talking directly at me. I hope I’m
not the only one!
Torrey has prayed for me, prayed with me during surgeries and hospitals stays, presided over my brother’s funeral
service and has offered guidance with a myriad of family issues. We even inadvertently met up one evening on the
Cuomo bridge and decided to walk about halfway across. He
and Sue have truly been an inspiration to me and my family
members. They are both always there to listen and provide
comfort, guidance and joy. We are truly grateful to both of
them for the many years of service at FBC, and we will surely
miss them wholeheartedly. We wish them happiness, love
and blessings in their next endeavors and may God continue
to bless and keep them safe, always!H

And Other Duties as Assigned:
Going Beyond the Role of Pastor and First Lady
by Yolanda F. Johnson

s I reflect upon the impending departure of Pastor
Torrey and Sue Robinson, I just wanted to take this
opportunity to express my heartfelt gratitude to both
of them. They have become like family to me; a bit of an unofficial aunt and uncle. Pastor and I have made a great team
as far as Worship and Christmas are concerned, and Sue has
been just the best in so many ways, from my singing duet
partner to sage advice giver as I have navigated tricky terrain
work-wise. They’ve been in my audiences over the years at
performances, at life events and
have just become such an important part of my life overall. Sue
– I think we should take Doug’s
advice and take our duets on the
road sometime!
There are two examples I’d
like to give that illustrate their
generosity and kindness. First,
years ago when I had a big performance during the winter
months and we had a snow
storm, I had parked my car in
the church lot and was frantically trying to make my way up,
knowing that I had a gargantuan task in front of me…if I
could even find my car in all that snow. Well, as I approached
the parking lot, I saw Pastor, with a snow blower. He’d gotten
my car out of its snow cocoon! I said to him in grateful bewilderment, “I didn’t know you did this kind of work here!”
He looked at me with a fatherly brow and said, “I don’t. I did
this so you could make it to your performance.” He and Sue
had known about the concert and looked out onto the parking

lot with compassionate eyes and hearts and made it possible
for me to make it to the stage on time. Pastor had a special
place for me then, and between that occurrence and the whole
pigeon poop in the bell tower fiasco (when he climbed up
there himself to clean it out!! Ask him about it sometime.)
I stand in awe of how he performs such an array of duties
with such a kind heart.
Add to this, when he and Sue cared for me after my second Covid vaccination shot, I had a very difficult time medically with the process as my
body did not take well to it at
all. But they were there for me
and I felt like I had five star accommodations. Sue getting up
in the middle of the night and
calming me as I realized I had a
VERY high fever and both of
them just being so supportive;
it made all the difference in the
world and was a true God send
blessing. I hope you both know
just how much I appreciated it
and you.
How have the Robinsons blessed me? Let me count the
ways. I thank God every time I think of them and I have been
truly blessed by their presence in my life. Sue and Torrey,
you will be missed, but I pray every wonderful thing for you
in your life ahead. Thank you so much for being instruments
of God’s love. May He bless you a thousand times over for
all you’ve done and meant to so many at FBC and beyond.H

Sue and Torrey,
you will be missed,
but I pray
every wonderful thing
for you in your life
ahead.
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by Joel Caplan

spent about three wonderful years at First Baptist Church,
during which time I became friendly with a number of
lovely brothers and sisters in Christ.
But without question, the primary attraction for me was
the friendship and accessibility of Pastor Torrey Robinson.
Torrey is a very comfortable and delightful person to be
around! As busy as a pastor can be, he always made me feel
welcomed into his world. I appreciated and enjoyed his sense
of humor, his keen wit, and most of all the truly kind and caring person he is. I well remember that he visited me, not
once, but twice when I was in the hospital with pneumonia.
Pastor Torrey is a very special person, and FBC has been so

W

blessed to have this treasure for many years.
Torrey’s wife Sue has been a pleasure also! Whenever
there was a Bible study fellowship in their home, Sue sweetly
rose to the occasion as the consummate hostess as her living
room filled up each week with people. Sue also always had
a cheery greeting when we met at church! What a terrific
couple they have been for FBC!
Torrey and Sue have a special place in my heart, and
Suqin and I wish them God’s very best blessings as they
begin this new chapter in their lives.
Our love and prayers are with them! Amen!H

To Torrey and Sue Robinson
by Jashon Sample

ith the opportunity to talk about Pastor Torrey and
Sue Robinson leaving there was no way I could
pass up the opportunity about the impact they have
had on my life. Twenty five years as a Pastor and First Lady
is amazing. The environment they have created at First Baptist Church is so benevolent. After church you can always
find them talking and laughing with people. They are so easy
to approach and just say hi to. I love that I am able to come
to them for anything and get incredible advice.
In the seven years I have been attending the church, I
have built up a book full of memories with these two. July
17, 2018 my grandma passed away. While the family was trying to make funeral arrangements, my aunt asked me if we
could have it at First Baptist. I called Pastor Torrey and asked
him if that was possible. Thankfully, he said yes and we were
able to have his service at the church.
He preached as well. He really made
it a lovely service which I’m still very
appreciative for. My grandmother was
one of my heroes. To this day, I cannot
go a day without thinking of her.
Before my grandmother’s passing,
I would tell her all the time I would get my driver’s license
and drive her anywhere we wanted to go. Towards the end of
the summer I was determined to keep that promise. Since I
needed a car to practice in and someone to teach me, I asked
Pastor Torrey to teach me. To my surprise, Torrey said he
would. We started the next week, learning how to drive in the
manor. He was such an encouraging teacher. After months of
practicing, my test day arrived. Sadly, this would not be the
last time I had to take the test, but still Pastor Torrey would
tell me that I was doing great. The third time was a charm
but with some hiccups. While taking my test, his car started
beeping. Where was it coming from? His car had never made
this sound before. Every five seconds, I had to ignore this
triple beep. Later, I discovered the beeping was his bluetooth
trying to pair with his phone, which was nowhere in sight.
Thankfully, this distraction did not stop me from passing.
When the test was over, the woman got out of the car and
told Pastor Torrey, “congratulations he passed!” The whole
car ride home was filled with “ I knew you could do it” and

“congratulations and I am so proud of you”. I do not really
think he knows the impact those words had on me. Years have
gone by since then but I can still hear him cheering me on
and the smile on his face. He even treated me to lunch. I did
not know what to eat in front of a Pastor. I had to wait for
him to order first before I did. As soon as he said he wanted
a hamburger, I told the waitress I wanted one too. The day
overall was perfect. A lot of the time we talk about how words
can hurt but they can also make you feel great too. I’m so
proud of you!
Since I am talking about Pastor Torrey, I cannot leave out
our favorite First Lady A.K.A Sue Robinson. Summer 2021
during VBS I had the realization that I did not know how to
address the older members at FBC.Would they want to be
called Mr, Mrs? I was way into my own head. If I were to
have come to church when I was
younger, I feel like it would have
been easier. After months of asking
everyone, even Pastor Torrey or Torrey (I do not think I will call him
that), the last person I had to ask was
Sue. In other churches Sue would be
addressed as First Lady Sue or even Pastor Wife Sue. Before
this I would just either wait until she called me first or waited
until we made eye contact before I started talking. In March
after church I finally had to ask. “What would you like to be
addressed by”? At last my answer had been revealed. “Sue is
fine, or your majesty, ” she said with a smile.
With June quickly approaching, I feel like we should all
take the time to reflect on the impact the Robinsons have had
on our lives. Whether it may be playing dodgeball or dodging
the wrong notes during Sunday service, they have always
shown that they care about the people in the church. Next
month means changes at the church and questions come up.
What's next for the church? Deuteronomy 31:6 says “Be
strong and courageous. Do not be afraid or terrified because
of them, for the Lord your God goes with you; he will never
leave you nor forsake you.” This reminds me that with whatever comes next the Lord will always be by my side.
Pastor Torrey and Sue: We as the church love and will
miss you and we hope that you visit us soon.H

whatever comes next
the Lord will always
be by my side.
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by Yolanda Parker Johnson

thank God for all He has accomplished through your ministry here at First Baptist Church of Tarrytown, and for
the positive difference. Hebrews chapters 11-12 speaks
about the “great cloud of witnesses” listing people who
pleased God by demonstrating faith by their actions, who relied on God’s help to live out their faith, and encourages us
to run the race with perseverance. I’m honored to share my
voice in counting you as part of that “great cloud of witnesses!”
Thank you for your example of living out your love for
God and for people, as you humbly serve together with helpful hands and hearts full of compassion. Your faith walk is
evident by your spirit-filled prayers, divinely inspired messages, and the wisdom that both of you have shared, which
have contributed enormously to my spiritual growth.
You have challenged me to keep my eyes on Jesus, especially during the difficult times of my life, and to trust in God.
You’ve encouraged me to keep pressing forward, and to look

God is Good All the Time, and
All the Time, God is Good

O

by Regina Mignogna

ur church hit the jackpot 25 years ago when Torrey,
Sue and the boys came to FBC. Really, who could
ask for anything more than their package deal? Even
Carl and Carey are examples of young men who love the
Lord and honor their parents.
Through the years, we have been nourished and guided
by Torrey and Sue’s teaching. We have watched how they
live their lives and learned from their example. We have been
impressed and amazed by their steadfastness.They don’t
waiver. They are who they are yesterday, today, and always.
They have served as examples of what it means to live life
like a Christian.
For this, Torrey and Sue, Steve and I are forever grateful.
Know that you have made a huge difference in our lives. We
will take your lessons with us when you leave, and absolutely
know our hearts and home are always open for your return
visits. You will be truly, truly missed.H

W

The Perfect Example
by Syd and Madeline Henry

hen we first visited FBC we were met with
friendliness and Christian spirit by Torrey
and Sue, which motivated us to return and
eventually become members.
We really admired their dedication to their ministries, which inspired us to become involved in FBC,
as well.
Torrey and Sue are the perfect example of what a
pastor and his wife should be; and they will be missed.
May God Bless them in all their future endeavors.H

for the good that He would bring from the situation. With
love, you also encouraged me to step out in faith and serve
in the Prayer and Women’s Ministries and I have been thoroughly blessed to serve with you. I am most appreciative of
your support and grateful for the privilege to call you my
friends. I will truly miss you.
I have heard that retirement is a new opportunity to share
your gifts at a slower pace, so enjoy. As you have encouraged
us to pray “big prayers” to our faithful and loving Father God,
the one who is able to do exceedingly more than we can ask
or think (Eph. 3:20), please be encouraged that prayers are
being lifted for your best next thing that He has waiting for
you. Remember to keep your hearts open, and as William
Carey stated; “Expect great things from God, attempt great
things for God,” because our Father God is not finished with
you yet. There are more folks for you to encounter and be
part of their “great cloud of witnesses!”H
With love, Your Sister In Christ, Yolanda Parker Johnson

A

The Real Thing
by Steve Mignogna

s a young boy at Catholic Church, reading the Bible
was not a practice we were encouraged to do. My parents were very good Christian examples, but the large,
thick book stayed in the bookshelf. So I admit that for much
of my life, I rarely read the Bible.
My Bible curiosity started when Torrey Robinson became
the Pastor of FBC. He became my teacher and his Sunday
Bible lessons taught me to look at parenting, being a husband,
and navigating life with a new perspective. I knew where to
go when I had questions or advice on how to make better decisions. And Torrey and Sue’s example were exclamation
points to the Sunday lessons.
We are surrounded by so much that’s bad in the world.
Sometimes, it’s hard to see the good that’s out there. For 25
years, we have been blessed to have Torrey and Sue close by
to show us. It’s easy to recognize their genuineness, honest
hearts and noble characters. Torrey and Sue are “the real
thing”. We’ve seen them in action and their actions speak loud
and clear. They love God and they have taught Regina and me
to love Him. We are so grateful for this.
Thank you Torrey and Sue for being honest examples of
Christ. 25 years ago we could not have asked for anything
more!!!H
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frankly, we were all a little surprised to discover that the person we believed God was calling to the position, was a young
man who was already part of the church. I officiated at
Steve’s wedding, which stands out as the most miserably hot
service I can recall at FBC. But Steve and Elaine’s wedding
day discomfort was strong motivation to make air conditioning part of our church rebuilding plans. We can all be thankful
for that! I spent hundreds of hours with Steve planning and
working together on Vacation Bible School, preaching series
and simply troubleshooting church challenges. When the
search committee called Steve, as youth pastor, two decades
ago, we were impressed with his integrity, as well as with his
gifts for ministry. Watching Steve grow as a preacher and observing his maturity as a leader has truly been one of the great
joys of my ministry at FBC.
Becky McGovern – Some days it doesn’t seem that I’ve
been at FBC all that long, but then I recall that during my
tenure as pastor, we’ve had at least five different church secretaries and/or office administrators. Becky served as office
administrator the longest of them all. Becky’s “get it done”
work ethic, her love for people and her fun-loving sense of
humor made her a joy to work with. If you asked me Becky’s
love language, I would immediately say, “giving.” Quite a
few folks at FBC have been blessed by Becky’s generosity.
My personal wardrobe has been enlarged and my life has
been profoundly enriched by Becky McGovern. Thank you,
God, for Becky!
Barbara Morton – My first memory of Barbara was when I
was asked to officiate at her mother’s funeral, in the first year
or two I was pastor at FBC. I discovered that Barbara’s
mother, Sally, was the go-to hospitality person at FBC about
a half century ago. By God’s grace, that contact with Barbara,

at her mom’s funeral proved to be an important step in
Barbara’s return to her spiritual roots. Barbara, your mom
would be SO pleased to see you leading the hospitality ministry and serving in such a significant role in the church office. Each week, it brings me delight to see God at work in
and through you.

Sue Robinson – I was told that Pastor David Forsythe of
Venture Church Network, gave the following advice to the
current pastoral search team. He said, “Don’t expect your
next pastor to have a wife who is as involved in ministry as
Sue Robinson.” That is excellent advice because I’m a SIGNIFICANTLY better pastor with Sue on my team.
I’m not sure there’s a ministry in the church that Sue
hasn’t taken part in. She even contributed an article to this
issue of the Bright and Morning Star. While it is technically
true that Sue has not been actively involved in the men’s ministry. even so, she has helped me figure out the menus for
several of the men’s breakfasts. And on top of all that Sue
has done for the church, she has done much more to support
me and our family. Over 25 years ago, I cautioned the pastoral search committee that recommended me to FBC. “I
want to be sure you know that you are hiring me, not Sue.”
Even so, while Sue has never been a paid staff member, she
has certainly been an exemplary volunteer. Throughout our
marriage, Sue has always been my greatest gift for ministry.
Art and Terry, thanks once again, for putting this issue of
The Bright and Morning Star newsletter together. And thanks
for this final writing assignment. Thinking back on these very
special people in my life reminds me of the great blessing
God has given me, to serve as the Senior Pastor of such a
wonderful church family.H
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